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Brian O'Neill Receives Benson
Award for Pro Bono Service

March 19, 2004
Brian O'Neill, a partner in the Regulatory

Litigation group in Minneapolis, was recently
named recipient of the 2003 John C. Benson
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who best exemplifies a commitment to
professional excellence in the delivery of pro
bono legal service.

O'Neill was recognized for his extrerdinary
25-year record of pro bono service in public
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interest environmental litigation; his anfng:usn?gzz‘"mﬁﬁ;ﬁ? with RECRUITING
teadership in establishing Faegre & Benson's Opera Colorado Partnership Recruiting Program
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this area; and his mentoring of scores of
young lawyers interested in public service.

Since joining the firm in 1977 O’Neill has
represented over 60 public interest clients,
including the Wilderness Society; Defenders
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resulted in the successful reintroduction of gray wolves into Yellowstone
National Park. Other victories extended protection to the Boundary
Waters Canoe Area Wilderness, Superior National Forest, and Yoyageurs

National Park in Northem Minnesota.

In recognition of his significant public service contributions, O'Neill has
previously received numerous awards from a host of environmental
organizations, including the Sierra Club; the [zaak Walton League; the
Defenders of Wildlife; the Friends of Boundary Waters; and the Minnesota
Center for Environmental Advocacy. In 1995, he was honored as Trial
Lawyer of the Year by Trial Lawyers for Public Justice.

O'Neill has selected the Defenders of Wildlife, a non-profit arganization
dedicated to the protection of native wild animals and plants in their
natural communities, as the recipient of a $3,000 charitable contribution

made by Faegre & Benson in honor of his award.
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